
HovGmber l e , 1965 

Prom: Casey Hayden anc1 1 '2.ry Kin e; 
'l' o : J ecmnie Breaker, Alma BoslEY, Connie BrOlm, l ~ar ?:arct Burnham, Theresa del 
Pozz 0, tlaine de Lott, Doris Derby, Roberta Galler, Betty Garman, Prathi2. r-rall, 
Rut. h HOIvarc1, Janet Jamot, Sharon Jeffrey, Jeanette Ian:';, Doric Ladner, rar car et 
Lloren , Carol l~cEld01vne"J , I~ay Holler, GIJen Gillon, Penny Patch, 1(aren Pate, 
Dona Richards, Judy Richardson, Ruby Doris Smith Robi!1son, Emmie Schrader, Liz 
Shi rah, Harriet Stulman, Iiuriel Tillinr;hast, ITary Varela, Judy l-Jalborn, Joyce ~Tare, 
Cynthia Pas ' hington 

Helve talk ed a lot, to each other and to some of you, about our own ancl 

other W01i1en r S Droblems in tryinG to live in our personal lives and in our lJorl: as 

inde~) endent and creative people . In these conversations l'i1e'Ve founc1 what seer,) to 

be r ecur rent i deas or themes . IJaybe vJe can look at thes e thin r;s many of us seem 

t o ')erceive, often as a result of 1-Jays we ive learned to see from the movement : 

- - --S ex and i'lste : There seem to be many parallels that can be drawn bet.lJeen 

treatment of NeGroes and treatment of vJomen. Homen l]e'Ve talked with often find 

thems elves within a Idnd of common-IaN caste system that operates, sometimes 

subtly, placinG them in a position of inequality to men in work and personal 

sitt~ations . This is cOlilplicated by sev eral facts, amon ?: them: 1) The caste s ystem 

is not institutionalized by IaN (women have the riGht to vote, to sne for div oY'c,~ .!' 

et.c.) ; 2) "lomen can't HithdralJ from the situation (a la nationalism) or overtbl'ON 

it , 3) there are biolOGical differences (even thou,;h most biol07 is vJritt en 1rl:itbout 

t a 1d ng ~Jresei1t 2nd fl~ture techonologv into account so lve probably can't be Sl1.re 

1·.1hat these <ff'ifferences mean). l!any people who are very hiD to the i m;Jlications of 

the r2cial caste systcn , even people in the moven ent, d on It seem to see the 

se]cual caste system, and if it's raised t hey resp oncl 1lith: ITThat's the Nay it's 

SU!)~) osec1 to be. There are biol03ical differences. II Or uith other statements t.hat 

s onDd lik e a white se~regationist conf ronted \.Jith integration . 

- -- -IJomen and problems of vJOrl~: The caste system pers ~Jective dictates the roles 

assiGned t o l.J omen in the movement, and CE'l' t ainly even more to women outside the 

movement . Yithin the mover,lent, questions arise in situations ranGing from 

r819.t:Lons h:L~Js of lvor,l en or3anizers to men in the community , to l-1ho cleans the 

fre erllJj',l house, to v] 110 '101c1s leadership pOSitions and acts as spol-:esln.:.m f or r:;roups. 
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other problems arise behJeen "VJOmen ",vith varJing deGrees of aHareness of themselves 

as lov)er caste or \-3ho see then:selves as needirl '; less control of their Ivorlc than 

other women, and there are nroblems l'11ith relationships betHeen liJhite IVOi-;( en and 

't,J BC k 1'lomen. 

---- t-Jc~en anc1 personal relationships llith men: Havin~ learned from the movement 

to think radically about the personal vJOrth and abilities of people 1vhose roles 

in sod.~ty had ~one unchallen:,;ed before, a lot of WOJilen in the movement have bec;vn 

try ing to apply those lessons to their mvn relations uith men. Each of us 

l:::; ,:'obably has her own story of the various results, and of the internal stru[!;:~le 

oscasioned by trying to break out of very deeply learned fears, needs, and s elf

l;8Tceptions, and of 1vhat happens vJhen we try to replace them l'11ith concepts of 

p80ple <:md freedom learned from the movement and organizing. 

·~ ---Irlsti tutions : Nearly -everyone has real questions about thos e institutions 

l'hich shape perspectives 011 men and women: marriar;e, chmld reari11~ patterns, c'JOmen's 

(andii1G11' s) maga~ines, etc. People are be~inninG to tllink about and even to 

expGriment vJi th nevi forms in thes e areas. 

--·- ~I =en's reactions to the questions raised here: 801i1e men seem to feel, 1-Jhol1 

th E;:'T hear conversations involvinr; these problems, that they have a rir(ht to be 

p::."psent arid participate in them, since they are so deeply involved. At the SaFl'3 

til":~", very feev men can responr1 . non-de?ensively, since the whole idea is eitl"JCT 

br::;Tond their comlJrehension or threatens and exposes them, The 1..1.s1..,al res'oonse is 

l,m~hter. That inability to see the 1-Jhole ouestion as serious and as sociolo~;:i.calJ.y 

explainable often shapes our OHn response so that we learn to thint in their t.crr,ls 

;:· bon"t ours elves and to feel silly ratber than tr1..1.st our inner feelings. The problem, 

lJ8 r r G listing here, and lJhat others have said about them, are therefore largEly 

dr"n.;[l from c onversations amonG; 1'110men only, and that difficulty in establishing 

r1iCll.og l'11ith men is a recurrinG theme among pe6ple we've talked to. 

- --··Joaclc of community for d[scussion: Nobody is Nriting, or organizing or tal}:ing 
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pl"!blicly a'bout UUlilCn-, :i n ony Nay that reflects the problems th2t various NOlilen in 

the movement come across and l'17hich lJe'Ve tried to list above. Consider this quote 

fl'Ul l l an .=Il'ticle in the centennial issue of The Nation: 

However equally lJe consider lilen and lJOlilen, the llOrlc plans for 
husbands and 1-Jives cannot be given equal weisht. A woman should not 
aim for II a second-level careerT! because she is a 1-Joman.i from 
girlhood on she should recognize that, if she is also '"';oing to be 
a 1vife and mother, 1-1he 1,vill not be able to give as much to her wOl"lc 
as she "JOuld if singl,S. That is, she should not feel that she cannot 
aspire to directing the laboratory simply because she is a vJOman, but 
3;'athcr because she is also a l'>life 2nd mother; as such, her 1\10rl~ "as 
lab technician (or the equivalent in another field) should bring both 
satisfaction and the knmileclbe that, through it, she is fulfilling 
an additional role, malcing an adcli tional contribution. 

il. l1c1 that's about as d,t;ep as the analysis goes publicly, which is not nearly so 
..... ... 

G.S8p as we've heard some of you :;0 in chanc e conversations. 

The reas on l'17e vJant to try to open up dialog on all this is mostly 

.~:l,lbjective. Horking in the movement often intensifies personal problems, especailly 

if 1\1e start trying to apply things 1iJe're learning there to our ')ersonal lives. 

Perl12i?s we can start to talE: 1-Jith each other more openly than in the past and 

cre.qt.e a C01TlYilUnity of supporteor each other 'So vJe can dea.l liJith ourselves with 

::ij:.-l~ (" ;!.'ity and can therefore lceep 1,Jorlcing. 

Objectively, the chances seem slim that liJe could start a movement based 

Oj1 anything as distant to general iunerican thou~;ht as a sex-c2ste system. There-

fO:;.'8, r,lOst of 'us Nill ;,Jrobably l'17ant to 1']or:c full time on problems such as ,-Jar, 

pc ,rerty, :';:-;(;8. But it seems to us that the very fact that the country can't ?ace, 

much less deal "lith, the questions l'17e're raising justifies real efforts at dialOG 

lvithin the r.lOvement and Ivith 1-Jhatever liberal groups, cormTIunity women, or stuci c:"lr.S 

mig!1t listen. That is, all the problemssurrounding people's sexual identities 

a:"':t all the problems betl-Jeen men and women and all the problems e·f 1<>1cmen 

functioning in society as equal hlJ.tlan beinr:;s are among the lilOSt basic that people 

face. He've tallced in the movement about trying to build a society 1iJbf,::i,:;'h 1'Joulc1 

see basic human problems, (1.Jhic h are now seen as private troubles), as public 

prob1,em3 ;:mel would try to shape institutions to meet hL1rran neee.s rather than 



:=;haping people to meet the needs of thost:! \-lith pmller. To raise cuestions like those 

above illustrates very directly that society can It deal Nith real hl1l:'!an problems 

and opens discussion of l1lhy that is so. (In one sense, it is a radicalizinc: 

question that can talce people beyond the legalistic solutions into areas of personal 

and institutional change.) 

The second kind of objective reason weld like to see discussion be~in 

is that 1rJe lVe learned a f:!:reat (leal in the movement and perhaps this is one area 

,,~hGre a determined attempt to c:tpply ideas vJelve learned can proeluce some new 

alternatives. 

The reason welre writihg you is that He've either talked to yon about 

~,llis and ImolJ you I re interested or we Imow you in other 1vays and respect you a nd 

vJsht to ImoH l'lhat you thinle. We thought that if enough people responded we mi~ht 

end IIp 1Jith sometbing publishable, either as a pamphlet or an article for a 

ma ~azii1e. Or if you think you. 've ?;ot enour;h thou~hts about anything to make an 

atricle, \Ile ld try to help you get it published separately. 1'Ie believe there are 

sev eral pllblic2tions open to the kind of c1iscl'ssiol1 vJe mi~ht make. Another 

p j ,3 s ibility is a nevJsletter. But nainly, >-Jeld just like :reu ~', J (",'rrespond sOJne 

TiJir.:,b llS'; we C211 \'lOrry later about whether you I d feel like any of 1vhat you say is 

);,:m~~; hinG you'd want made public in any >-Jay. So Ivrite a letter and tell us 

Nh C'ther y ou thinl: anything about any of the points people have been raising or 

>-llnt you thinl;: about all of them or if you think I') eIre Jt},st crazy. 

The final idea lJe had 1Nas that it might be possible to Get l'::.tdemois elle 

or one of those career-college women-y magazines to pay for a ~roup of us to 

r~~·t together and discuss 110nen and '\,o10r,len in the movemtmt. It could be taped, 

p-:.1ited, and ;?rinted for a big circulation audience. Even if th2t fell throur~h 

maybe we could plan to get together and talle at some meeting in the spring vJhere 

many of us Iwl'ld be anYT1Jay or 've could just plan to meet on our mJl1 if enou::?;h 

people thouGht it would be worthl'1lhile. Hhat do you think? 

If you Immv anyone else 1'1lho'd be interested in all this, please pass 

this thi;);~ alon.?; anel 18-(, 'us 1:.:1101'1 1'Jll0 els8 V)1::l ~,; houlc1 knov,) about. And if you have 

any further i deas for raising t.he question, let. us knoll. 

l1ary will be going t.o Califon1ia 1"3ith Dennis, wbo' s going to be in 

St.anford, and Casey doesn't 1m 01',1 1'J1'1ere she!ll be, but you can write us both 

at CaS ey! S home a cldress: 1303 E. Virginia, Victoria, Texas, and it vJill be 

forwarded. 

FREEDOL, 

Casey and Hary 


