SNCC!S GO.LS 4ND BOURGEQISE SENTIMENTALITY

The writers of'this are very concerned with what they perceive as a

. sinister fuzzy-mindedness on the part of whole factions of the staff as

to what our rcle in this society and the south has got to be. ™e think
that the only useful and creative function that vwe can have is to mobil-
ize and educate people so that they can use their organized power to change
the basic ills in the society. Our orientation must always be towards
eliminating causes rather than trying to make their effects more bearable
for a fewe This is what makes us different from a goddamn social welfare

agency or the Salvation Army,.

Let us be more specific: Te exist as a group because this society
functions in such a way as to cripple, maim, oppress and dehumanize

huge blocks of human bcings, especially negroese. These deprived and
stifled and hopeless people c¢xist in such numbers that we cannot hope to
cradle each one in our healing arms and personally wipe away the tears,
soothe the troubled heart, and heal the wounds inflicted by generations

of oppression and privation., 4ll we can hope to do is to change the struce
tures, institutions, and social dynamics of the total political body that
the society itself heals these wounds and stops inflicting more. This

means radical political and ecnomic change.

apparently some of the good sisters and brothers are of a different per-
suasions The‘y‘ think £hat our business is the spreading of “the redemptive
warmth of personal confrontation," "emotional enrichment" "compassionate
and sympathetic personal relationship" and other varieties of mouth to
rnouth resesitation derived from the vocabulary of group therapy and pro=-
gressive liberal vitch doctors., But we aint got enough redemptive come-
passion and cultural enrichment to go round, 4nd as moving and personally
rewarding as 1t may be, lavishing all of this well-meaning good-will on
two or three kids for four or six weeks, 1s not any more socially honest
than when one white philanthropist selects one Negro kid to educate. Or
for that matter, when the Salvation Army has a free Christman dinner for
100 needy familiese “hat about the other 10,000 families and the 36L

other days in the ycar?



