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THE STUOENT NONVIOLENT COORD IHAT[NG COMMITTEE

SONSTITUTIOM
(os revised in ronference, fpril 29, 1962)

i. Puipose

A. Ye accept the following statement of purpose, adepted at the Raleigh
conférence in 1960, os the basis for our action:

'yje affirm the philosophical or raligious ideai of nunvisience as the found-
ation of our purpose, the presupposition of ouir faith, and the manner of our
actionn. donviolence, as it grows from the Judaeo-Christian tradition,
seeks a social order of justice permzated by iove. Integration of human
endeavor represents the crucial first step towards such a society.

Through nonvioleace, courage displaces fear; love traznsforms hate.
Acceptance dissipates prejudice; hope ends despair. Peace dominates war;
faith reconciles doubt. HMutual regard cancels emnity. Justice for all
overcomes injustice. The redemptive community supercedes systems of gross
social immorality.

Love |s the central motif of nonviolence, Love is the force by which God
binds man to himself and man to man, Such love goes to the extreme; it
remains loving and forgiving cven in the midst of hostility., It matches the
capacity of evil to inflict suffering with cn even more enduring capacity

to absorb evil, all the while persisting in love,

By appealing to conscience and ztanding on the moral nature of human
existence, nonviolence nurtures the atmecshere In which reconciliation
and justice become actual possibilities,”

B. SHCC shall be responsible for the distribition and communication of
news regarding any of its staff or local groups. It will publish a news-
tetter called THE STUDENT VOICE as often as possible, which shall cover
news of the student movement as a whole. in addition, SHCC shall be
responsible for the distribution and interpretation of information to
local groups which is of specific interest to the stujenl movement.

C. SHCC shal) serve as a channel of coordination und communication for
the student movement, Oy direction of Tts Executive Committee through its
staff it shall have authority to initiate programs in areas where

none praesently exist, and to work closely with local protest groups in the
intensification and extension of the movement.

p., SNCC shall be responsible for calling a conferenze of the uhole
student movement each year, on the Easter weekend, and any olhur
conferences the Coordinating Committee deems necessary. Tiese conferences
shall be open to all, primarily educational in nature, and shall be a

time when information is exchanged between areas, new knowledge com=
municated, progress examined, d general plans are made for the coming
year, In addition, SNCC shalf be availsble to assist statas or regions

in holding their own Conferenge regularly, providing both pereonnal and - |
financial assistance, v

Ii. The Student Base of the Coordinating Committee

A. Any local protest group in the South shall be eligible Yor affillation
with SNCC which shall consist of not Tess than ten members and which sub-
scribes to the principles of nonviolent direct action-

The Executive Committce of SMCC shall have the power to gvent aFF})iation
to local protest groups upon application, :

D. Responsibilities of SHCC to affiliates

1. SHCC recognizes that Tocal protest groups and affiliates n~re aute
onomous and it shall consider them the primary expression of th: nrotest
movement in a given area.

2. SNCC Field Scretaries shall be available to lend assistrine to tocal
protest groups and to take any other action deemed necessary by the }
Executive Commiftee, Visits to campuses or specific areas may be brief {f
or at times Field Secretaries may be assigned upon request of the local
area to work with a particular program on an extended basis.

3. Affiliates shall be eligible for financial assistance from SHC &y
Ongoing committments must be cleared through the Executive Commi tteF auod
emergeocy situations will be handied by the Executive Secretary of SWCC




and the Chairman of SNCC.

€. Responsivilities of local affiliates to SHECC

1. Each offiliate shall elect one of its members to serve as a voting
member of the Student Nonviolent Coprdinating Committee. This person shall serve
for a term of one year, shall be eligible for re-election, and shall be a rep-
resentative to SHCC in the manner of a Congressman to Congress.

2. #MAcfitiates shall give every consideration to cooperating with the
South=wide or aro:wide projects decided upon by SHCC or its Zxecutive Com=
mittec,

’ 3, Affilictes shall appoint a SNCC fews Coordinator whose responsibility
shall be to suppiy the central SHCC office with up=to-date information regarding
protest activities in that area, The central office shall in turn supply the
News Coordinators with news of events and activity in other areas.

111, The Orggaization of SHCC

A. The Coordipating Committee

1. The Coordinating Committee shall be composed of cne representative
from ecach of the local protest groups.

2. The Coordinating Committee shall meet three times a year: immed{ately
before and immediately ufter the annual ¢conference, and in carly fall,

3. Hembership on the Coordinating Committee shall be from annual confer=
ence to annual cenference.

L. wuational civil rights and civil lTiberties groups at work in the ‘South
are invited to serve in an advisory capdcity, or as observers, with voice but
not vote on the Coordinating Committee. Such permission is to be reveiwed by
the Executive Committee and finally approved by the Coordinating Committee.

B. The Executive Committee

7. The Coordinating Committee shall elect from its voting membership at
the time of the annual conference eight persons to the Executive Committee.

It shall also elect two adult members to the Committee., The Chairman of the
Coordinating Committee and the Executive Secretary shall also serve as members

of the Executive Committee. In addition, the annual conference shall elect three
Fembers at large to the Executive Committee who must be students at the time of
their election or former participants in the protest movement, These fifteen
persons shall compose the Executive Committee.

2. The Chairman of SNCC shall be elected by the Coordinating Committee,
and shall serve both as chairman of the Coordinating Commi ttee and the
Executive Committee. He shail devote full time to the work of SNLC and its
staff,

3. The Executive Committee shall act on behaif of the Coordinating Com=
mittee between meetings.of that body, It shall be directly responsible for
the program, for direction and supervision of staff, for the financial operation
of the organization, and for any matters of policy which need action, It shali be
responsible to SHCC and implement its programs,

L. The Executive Committce shall meet five times a year: in May, in mids
summer,in Fall with the Coordinating Committec, during the Christmas holiday, and
at the annual conférence. 1t may oiso meet at unscheduled times when necessary,

5, The Executive Committee shall have the power to appoint whatever com-
mittees it may consider helpful to the work of SNCC,

€. The Advisory Doord
1. The Coordinoting Committee shall elect its own advisory board, the

number to b elected is flexible and to be détermined by the Coordinating
Committee. Advisors shall serve for o term of one year, and shall be etigible
for re~clection.

2. Two members of the Advisory Board shall be voting members of the Exec-
utive Committee.

O, The Stoff

1. The staff shall be responsible for the implementation of the progrom
of SNCC, at the direction of the Executive Commi ttee.

2. The head of the staff shall be an Executive Secretary, who shall be
responsible for the day-today operation of SNCC. He shall supervise and be res~
ponsible for the activity of the other staff.

3. The Executive Committees shall employ whatever staff it understands
to be necessary for the operation of the program. All staff appointments shall
be for one year and subject to annual review by SNCC,

iV, FEinances
T. The work of SNCC shall be financed on the basis of voluntary contiv; -~
butions and through other sources of funds which It shall be able to secur€, f;
2. Since SNCC is the coordinating committee of the Student Movement oad €
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forts shall be made to find ways in which students may contribute signiflcantly
and substantially to the support of the progrom,

3. The fiscal year of SNCC sholl be from September 1 to September 1.
The Executive Committee shall be responsible for the preparation of the budget,
to be approved by the Coordinating Conmittee at the Fall meeting, The executive
Secretary shall be responsible for its administration, and shall prepare reports
for coch Executive Committee meeting.

V. Amendments

This Constitution may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the members present

at a meeting of the Coordinating Committee. Every constitutional amendment

shall be proposed and discussed at one meeting of the Executive Committee or
Coordinating Committee,. but .not voted upon until the next meeting of the Coor~
dinating Committee, In the interim, it shall be circulated to all members of the
Coordinating Committee,

Each year the Coordinating Committee shall report to the Conference those
constitutional changes which it may have made during the year.

The following is proposed to Northern Students and groups:

Over the past two years informal relationships have been established which
have created ties between various student groups in the North and SNCC. The
more fruitful of these ties have provided occosions for increased contact
between students active in the movement and Northern students; opportunity
for explanations of the problems of the south and exploration of the problems
of the North; inspiration for renewed attack upon civil rights problems by
Northern students; and last, but not least, money for the student movement.

SNCC would like to invite such groups to become associates with it, in which!
relationship we could work out means of closer cooperation in student exchanges,
education sbout the south and north in the area of civil rights, action in the
north, and funde-raising.

Associates would be autoncmous, of cousse, and the structure for association
would be miaimal, Representatives from associated groups may be invited to
attend meetings of the Coordinating Committee, although without vote.



